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Location: - © Zion Netional Park
Springdals vicinity, Washington County, Uteh

Date of Construction: 1896; Alterations - 1918, 1919, 1921, 19%4, 1966

Pregent Owner: National Park Servics
U, S. Department of the Interier

Present Use: Horseback/hiking trail

Significance: The lower two mileg of the East Rim Trail was
associated with the Draw Works lumbering activity,

Researcher: James Jurale
September 5, 1984
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Starting et the Weeping Rock perking erea and ending st Observation Point, the
Eest Rim Trail ie four miles long and climbs 2,100 fest. The original
trail-route wag used by prehistoric peoples end was improved by picaser
rencher John Winder in 1896. DPevid Flenigen utilized ths lowsr two miles of
tnis route (before the Cable Mt., Trail turneff), whea he built the csblesworks
to lower lumbsr inte Zion Canyon from Cabls Mountain in 1901. As the weak
link in the short-cut routes between Orderville and St. Gsorge by way of Zion
Cenyon, the trail was barely pessable when Mukuntuweap (Zion) Canyon was
egtablished ag a nationsl monument in 1909,

¥ational Park Service crews worked te improve the trail in the winter of 1918
(the year the neme of the erea was changed to Zion Netional Monument) and in
the spring of 1919 (the yeer the eres was designated as Zion National Park).
Tms, the treil was ons of the first to be improved in ths park. With the
completion of the West Rim Trail in 1935, however, ths Esst Rim Trail became -
ovarshadowed by its cross-cenyon rivel. Heavily damaged by torrential rains
in July 1954, it was not repaired despite the avaeilability of regiomnsl
emergency reconstruction funds. Zion National Park personnel determinsd it,
"would be wiser to 2o a goed job on the West Rim Trail than to sprsad the
money too thin and do only & temporary job on both routes.” It was net until
1966 thet the treil wes repeved, reteining walls reconstruoted, and drainage
ropairds accomplished.

In its four-mile c¢ourse, the trail c¢limbs steadily up the slope %o Echo
Cenyon, nn to the sast rim of the plateaun and to Observetion Point situated on
the Temple Cap Formetion. Cut inte Neveho Sendstone Cliffs, for the most
part, portions of the trail, which provides access to a number of other east
rim platesu trails, contein represgentative examples of random rubble rock work.
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